CHRIST'S ROYALTY.	33
owed its separate existence to Jehovah's election of
Abraham. The origin of other nations is lost in antiquity,
but we can still trace the movements of the primitive
shepherd who separated himself from his Chaldsean
countrymen in obedience to "an irresistible divine impulse,
and lived a wandering life among his flocks and • herds,
ennobled by his unborn descendants as other men are by
their dead ancestors, rich, as it were, by a reversed in-
heritance from the ages after him, and actually bearing
in his body Moses and David and Christ. His life was
passed in mysterious communion with the Sovereign Will
which had isolated him in the present and given him for
compensation a home in the future.
This then was the first work which the Invisible King
did for his subjects. He created the nation over which
He was to reign. .And the Jews in after times loved to
speak of Him as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
the God, that is, who had watched over the growth of a
.family into a nation, who had sealed that family for
Himself and chosen the nation.
But this had been done once for all. The king of the
house of David might represent to the people their
Invisible King at the head of an army, or on the judgment-
seat, but he could not represent to them the Founder of
their commonwealth, the God who had been, as it were,
their dwelling-place in all generations.
The covenant between Abraham and his Invisible
Guide had been simple. No condition but isolation and
the sign of it, circumcision, had been imposed upon the
first Hebrew; he received and obeyed occasional moni-
tions, and he was blessed with a continually increasing
prosperity. But the family grew into a nation, and then
d

